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Comments to the author
This is a well written manuscript on an important topic in the Colorado River Basin. It sets a bench-
mark for baseﬂow estimates to compare to at later times to determine the inﬂuences climate change
and anthropogenic effects can have on baseﬂow amounts.
Some minor comments:
1) The paper would beneﬁt from a more in-depth discussion on why the various variables correlate
to baseﬂow - causes and effects. Although there are page limit contraints.
2) I am concerned with the inﬂuence of upstream ﬂow controls (dams) on the estimate of baseﬂow.
Since the streamﬂow is artiﬁcially controlled, one would think this has an inﬂuence on estimating
baseﬂow. Since the baseﬂow estimated at one location in a stream intergrates the addition of
baseﬂow upstream, it would seem the upstream baselow is being inﬂuenced by the reservoir.
Also, the potential changes to the SC in the reservoir water would likely cause an over estimate of
baseﬂow. (I am also skeptical about the explanation inMiller et al.). Asmany of the rivers examined
have control structures, I would like to see a better, more rigorous explanation of why this can be
dismissed.
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